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Welcome Aboard!

Welcome to the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps (NROTC) and the Naval Science Department of Purdue
University! The NROTC program will challenge you, and we are dedicated to developing the most qualified officers
for service in the United States Navy and Marine Corps. To achieve this, we emphasize academics, leadership,
physical readiness, and a commitment to service. Our goal is to equip you with the skills needed to succeed as naval
officers and as citizens of our nation.

Our primary objective is to create an environment where academic success is within reach for all students. A
battalion-wide mentor program, led by Midshipmen, ensures accountability and provides support. We encourage
students to enroll in core classes together, a strategy that has proven to foster academic success. Additionally, paid
tutors, staff members, and senior Midshipmen provide supplemental instruction when needed. These efforts

consistently result in NROTC students achieving GPAs above the university average, with 80 percent of our
freshmen earning GPAs above 2.5,

Beyond academics, Midshipmen participate in Naval Lab and Physical Training. This two-credit hour course,
managed by NROTC Midshipmen under the guidance of professional Naval Officer instructors, focuses on
leadership development. As students progress, their responsibilities within the Midshipman Battalion increase,
giving them the chance to grow as leaders, preparing them for the responsibilities of a Navy or Marine Corps officer.

Physical fitness is an essential part of military life. In NROTC, we adhere to the same physical fitness standards as
active-duty Navy and Marine Corps officers. Regular exercise, athletic competitions, and intramural sports help
develop Midshipmen physically while promoting a healthy lifestyle.

Our Midshipmen actively engage with the local community through various volunteer efforts. Each year, they
participate in the Purdue Veterans 5K, raising awareness and funds for local veterans. They also take part in Purdue
Winterization, helping elderly and disabled residents prepare their homes for winter, and volunteer at Natalie’s
Second Chance Dog Shelter, assisting with dog walking and care. Additionally, Midshipmen support events like the
Frozen Chosin Hike, which honors Korean War veterans, and volunteer for “Introducing Purdue,” where they help
prospective students and their families explore campus. They also contribute to environmental efforts through
“DeTrash the Wabash,” cleaning up the local Wabash River area. These experiences promote a sense of service and
strengthen connections between the NROTC program, Purdue University, and the surrounding community.

The Purdue NROTC is a team-—a team built on people, not just systems or equipment. Our success comes from the
education, service, commitment, and experience of every individual in our Battalion. We work together to ensure the
success of each Midshipman and the Battalion as a whole. We set high standards, provide guidance, and offer the
opportunity for each student to grow to their fullest potential. If you are ready to serve, succeed, and develop as a
leader, a career in the United States Navy or Marine Corps awaits you.

Welcome to our team at Purdue University NROTC. Boiler Up!

Sincerely,

P.J.
Captain, U.S. Navy
Commanding Officer
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The Regulations for Officer Development (ROD) NSTC M-1533.2E

Website:https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-Command/Regulations-
for-Officer-Development/

This document contains important points that are included in the ROD for your quick access and
convenience. It is. however, on the individual to understand that changes or clarifications to either
the ROD will take precedence over any policy mentioned in this handbook.

1. Officer Candidate (OC).

Students who are currently enlisted in the United States Navy and were selected to the Seaman to
Admiral-21 (STA-21) Program are assigned to NROTC units upon completion of the Naval
Science Institute (NSI). These students wear a uniform similar to that of MIDN and are referred
to as “Officer Candidate (OC).” They must complete their degree requirements within three
years, including summer school sessions. OCs receive full Active Duty pay. allowances, and
benefits according to their current enlisted pay grade, and $10,000 per year toward tuition
expenses. OCs in the Nuclear Target Option or “STA-21(N)” program are required to enter a
Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program (NNPP) after commissioning.

2. Marine Enlisted Commissioning Education Program (MECEP).

The Marine equivalent to Officer Candidates, MECEPs are outstanding enlisted Marines selected
by the United States Marine Corps for an opportunity to complete a degree and apply for a
commission as a Second Lieutenant. MECEP Marines are fully integrated into the NROTC Unit
while they pursue college degrees. These students wear their Marine uniforms and are referred to
by their current enlisted rank. Marines receive full Active Duty pay. allowances. and benefits, and
are eligible to use their veterans’ education benefits to pay for college.



MECEP/OC Requirements

MECEP/OC student requirements. fall ‘into three categories: Academic, Physical, and
Professional. '

The ROD has further details concerning. these requirements, and the-staff company advisors are
available to-discuss these:

1. Academic

B

Students shall keep their NROTC. company advisors fully informed about all matiers ‘pertaining to
‘performance, degree progress, and changes to their degree completion program: (DCP). Students
will pursue a Bachelor of Arts (BA) or Bachelor of Sciences (BS) degree in-the least amount of"
time: required, while maintaining a 12-18 credit hours each semester (different requirements for
summer:semester),

o Credit hours associated with NSI classes do not factor into this eredit hour requirement.

o OCs are required to attend sessions of summer school to graduate on time,
MECEPs .and OCs must attend all classes. and -must inform' their advisor of any absences.
Absences from NS classes will be coordinated with the instructor-and reported to the student’s
chain of command.
Grade Point Average (GPA) and other academic requirements are detailed in the ROD. ‘GPA arid
curricalum requirements vary according to-each student’s particular commissioning program.

o Forexample, STA-21(N) OCs must maintain a minimum GPA that is different from non-

nuclear OCs.

Studerits must receive approval from the chain of command prior to any changes in their
academic major.

The following classes are required forcommissioning and must be.intégrated into each student’s. degree

plan:
MECEPs:

s NS 33000 Evolution of Warfare — offered every-other Spring semester.

» NS 44000_ Fundamentals of Manecuver Warfare — offered every other Spring semester.
OCs:

o 6.0 semester hours of calculus. Math 161 and 162 fulfill this requirement, unless a student’s math
placement scores elevate them 1o higher-level math. courses. AP c¢redits may apply to this course
requirement. See the ROD for ﬁlrth_er details,

‘s 6.0 semester hours of calculus-based physics. Physics 172 and 272, suffice.

‘Both MECEPs and OCs:
‘@ NS 20200 Naval Science Laboratory —must be.taken.every semester.
& NS 41300 Naval Leadetship and Ethics




2. Physical Training (PT)

All students are required to maintain a high lével of physical fitness while enrolled in the

program, Company and Battalion PT will be conducted ot Monday-and Wednesday: mornings at

0545 and end by 0700.

Mirines and Marine-options have an additional day of PT typically on Friday mornings, In
addition to regular PT, Marines, and Marine options will conduct multiple hikes ranging from 4
to 8 miles throughout each year. These hikes are typically in preparation for or occur during Field

Training Exercises.

MECEPs:

OCs:

"Two PFTs will be administered during the fall and Spring semesters: an inventoty PFT in the
first two weeks and a final. PFT in the last 2 weeks, The final PFT will be enteied into the
‘Marine’s official record if it is during the official reporting petiod. We encourage all new students
to starf working out regularly prior to arriving to the unit.

The Conibat Fitness Test (CFT) is adininistered once during the fall semester, with the score run.
in'the Marine’s record.

All OCs are requiired to pass the Physical Fitness Assessment (PFA) with a good low or beter for

their-age bracket. The PFA will be administered twice a year; regardless of whether there is one

due for that ¢ycle. The battalion will PT twice a week: Mondays and Wednesdays as a company.
PT muster tinie varies between 0545 and 0600 and is concluded by 0700. '

Those whe do not.meet the preseribed réquirements will.be placed on the Fitness Enhancement.
Program (FEP) with remedial PT, which will require an-additional PT Friday mornings.

3. Professional

MECEPs and OCs are expected to demonstrate a high level of professionalism while a miemiber of
the NROTC unit. Each'Tnesday, studerits.in the battalion dre required to-wear the proper uniform
of the day. The 'p'rest:ribed uniiforin wWill usually be Service: C/B or MARPATS for Marine and
Marine-options and Service Khakis or NWU for OCs and MIDN. All students are required to
remain in the uniform of the day during normal working hours from 0700 to 1600. This is to
remind the student that first and forémost they are still a Marine or Sailor and must uphold all
Navy and Marine Cotps standards whilg enrolled in the unit..

As enlisted Sailors and Marines within the NROTC battalion, MECEPs, and OCs are expected to.
lead by example.



Monetary Benefits

e Active duty students will receive Active Duty pay based on rank and Time in Grade. You will
also receive pay such as Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) for the Zip Code 47907, as well as
Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS).

e MECEP students are personally required to pay for their education. However, students are

encouraged to use the GI bill, seek out available scholarships, and/or apply for student loans if
necessary.

e STA-21 OCs will receive $10,000 a year in tuition that is directly paid to the school. This breaks
down to $4,000 for the Fall/Spring semesters and $2,000 for the summer semester.

STA-21(N) Additional Requirements:

NSTC M-1533.2E Appendix N, Summary of STA-21(N) Unique Requirements




Check-In Procedures

o Inbound MECEPs will scheédule a meeting time with ‘the Assistant Marine Officer Ihstiuctor
(AMOT) or Marine Officer Instructor (MOI) to'determine arrival date:
e Inbound OC’s will 'schedule a meeting time with the Battalion Officer (Batt O)‘to determine
arrival date. i
s Check-in will be initially conducted in the Purdue NROTC Staff Office. Check-in time is-
between 0800 and 1600, Monday-Friday.
o MECEPs will wearthe Service Alphas unless advised by the MOI or AMOIL.
o OCs will check in wearing their service dress blues/summer whites' depending on the
season untless advised by Navy staff.
® Please call ahead to efisure that the appropriate staff will be- present, as well as to get parking
instructions — you will be provided a témporary parking pass in order to park in the parking
garage. ' . '
o The NROTC office is located in the Purdue Armory on the second deck. Enter through the front.
of the building, turn right and follow the stairs to the second deck, walk straight ahead to the door
on the left at the end of the hallway, enter the office. Tt is clearfy labeled. Bring -all
documentation from NSI {for OCs) and CAC.

Purdue.:Arm'ory

o Address: 812 Third Street, West Lafayette, Indiana 47907
o Schedule a campus tour with your sponsor or any. of the current MECEPs/OCs/MIDN.
» Afterchecking in with the Human Resource Assistants {HRAs), MECEPS must check iw with the’
unit’s AMOI or MOL. Please call ahead to arrange an appointment
o Gunnery Sergeant Shinholster: (760) 494-2065
& Captain Calderon: (760) 494-2060
e In-addition to checking in at Armory, MECEPs will need to check in at the I&I Detachment in
indianapolis. The MO or AMOI will provide more detailed information.
o 1&I Detachment: 9801 East 59th Street, Indianapolis, IN 46236
o Duty phone: (317) 402-1180



Changes in Status — Academic/Aptitude/Medical

e The following is a.summary of guidance and requirements set- forth in the ROD. It.is not all-
inclusive,

» During the course of a student’s college career, unforeseen circumstances may arise that affect:
‘his/her status as a MECEP/OC student. Disposition of each student’s case is determined on an
individual basis.

1. Performance Review Board (PRB)

What it is:

A PRB is an adntinistiative process convened by the CO to formally review a student’s performance in
the NROTC program. The purpose of the PRB! is to ‘assess whether a student's performarnce-aligns with.
the program’s standards and to recommend appropriate actions if necessary. A PRB: may be initiated due

to poor academic or aptitude performance, physical fitness concerns, failure to meet progiam deadlines, a
positive druig test, or other significant issues as directed by the:CO.

Why a PRB Happens:

A PRB may be convened when a student is struggling to. méet the requirements of the program. Common
reasons-include:.

s Low academic performance {e.g., GPA below program standards)

= Pooraptitude or leadership performance

e Physical fitness degradation

»  Violations of program rules or regulationis, such as'a positive drug test
PRB Structure:

The PRB itself is-a three- to five-member board convened by the CO and chaired by the Executive Officer
(X0). The board members review the student's performance across academic, aptitude, and physical
fitness areas. The student will be informed of the reasons for.the PRB and may present their case to the
board. After reviewing the evidence and hearing from the student, the board will make a recommendation
to the CO, who makes the final decision.

A PRB can result in several potential outcomes:

1. Warning: Students placed on warning status will be forthally notified in writing. This. status is
typicaily given for substandard academic or aptitude performance; such as a low GPA. Students
on warning may be required to attend mandatory study periods, workout hours, or regular
meetings. with their Marine Officer Instructor (MOI) or Assistant Professor of Naval Science
(APNS).. They will be given specific dctions to complete in order to be removed from warning
status.
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Probation: Probation is a more serious status; applied when a student's performance ¢ontinues to
fall below standards despite previous warnings. Like with a warning, students are notified in
writing of the terms.and conditions of théir probation. Failure to'meet these conditions may result
in another PRB, pote.ntia"l_l'y leading to a recomimendation for LOA or disenrollment. '

2. Misconduct:.

e In the case of Non-Judicial Punishment (NJP), the PRB is ‘a separate process, and. the PRB
focusés. solely on program performance rather than discip_l'inary-'iSSue_s.

s Misconduct that results in a conviction at NJP or Court Martial will likely result in disenrollment
from the program.
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Unit Activities

MECEP/OC students in: the NROTC program” will participate in many- different activities
throughout their time at the unit. This section-will discuss a few of these activities. As.active duity
military members, MECEP/OC students may be tasked tg drive the duty vans to and from the unit
for official command functions,

Annual/Seniester Events

New Student Orientation (NSO). NSO occurs the Wed-Sat before classes start each Fali in
August to wejcome in‘all incoming freshman on scholarship or college programmers. It is MIDN
ran, however, MECEPs and OC’s are expected to assist the MIDN OIC with drill practice and
completion. ceremony, as well as the. daily schedule.. There are multiple In-Progress-Reviews
(IPRsy that. occur with: the OIC, Battalion Officer, and Commanding Officer throughout the
summier, which MECEPs and OC’s ate expected to attend.and. participate in.

Navy and Marine Corps Birthday Ball. A formal event is held each Fall quarter on or around
the services’ birttidays. The celebration is facilitatéd by students for students and the veteran
community in commemoration of the branches in wlhich they serve. MECEPs are expected. to
assist the MIDN OIC witl planning and ceremonial sef up.

Field Training Exercises. Marines and Marine Option MIDN conduct semi-annual Field
Trairing Exercises (FTXs) to practice skills and knowledge taught in Tuesday Lab Period. Any

MECEP’s prior experience with field training is' leveraged to mentor and assist Marine Option

MIDN during these events. FTXs are’ generally held ovér the weekend and range from two to
three days.
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Typical Week for an Active Duty Student

e Monday: Physical Training separated by Company

e Tuesday: Lab period required for all NROTC students - engaging with guest speakers, case
studies, group discussions, and more

¢  Wednesday: Physical Training separated by Company

o Friday: Physical Training for 4/C MIDN, Fitness Enhancement Program, and Marine option
MIDN

o Naval Science Courses: All Midshipmen will take Naval Science courses and consequently
receive a minor in Naval Science

e Miscellaneous: Rifle drill practice, study tables, mentorship meetings, billet holder meetings

Week 6: 23 September 2

TOP 3 ANNOUNCEMENTS:

BNCO: Don't forget we will be in khakis for the first time this semester on Tuesday! Not only 4/C, but all Midshipmen,

especially upperclassmen since y'all are setting the example, are expected to take the proper amount of time to make

sure your shoes are shined, unif is ironed. insigni and name tags are on correctly, and any ather uniform

item is in order and looking good. We want to make a strong first impression on anyone who sees us, and that starts

with having a clean uniform. Appropriate action will be taken for any midshipmen who ciearly did not take the time
ded to prepare their unif:

SURVEYS and ANNOUNCEMENTS: VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES & FORMS

Volunteer Opportunities:

CFL: 4/C and FEP PT is open to anyone « FallIntroducing Purdue 2024. This program

intematedf Muster is 0545 and Rainbow PT is for prospective students and their
Gear on Fridays. tamilies. Sign-up sheet linked below. MIDN
get volunteer hours for participating.

ADMIN: o Introducing Purdue

PAO: This is the link for the google spreadsheet * The Purdue Half-Marathon and 5k is on

many people are actually gonna have guests. Volunteers will earn 3 volunteer hours.

EVERYONE rmust fill the Birthday Ball Guest o Purdue Half Volunteer Sign-Uip Sheet

Gauge form out by COB Tuesday, 27 SEP.

” Eorms:

Grand Prix Team: Here is the Financial Reimbursement Form:

If you're interested in joining the Purdue Navy Hembutsament forn

ROTC Gmpd Prix team, please fill out this form. Here is the Battalion Roster with all MIDN

For questions, contact MIDN 1/C Wierzbinski or contact information £attalon Boster Fall

MIDN 1/C MacLaughlin. Due COB 28 SEP. 2024

It follows then .",‘!23,‘ ,?:I':ﬁrfffﬂ, the day. thet Here is the NSO Lniform Brief
without a decrsive naval force we can do nothing deteutve
and with it, everything honorable and glorous *
President George Washington

Alpha: Bravo: Charlie: Mike:
Company drill is at Company Time 1900 Company drill is at Company drillis st
1900 on Mondays on Wednesday. 1830 on Tuesdays. 1730 on Tuesdays

BRAVO HAS LOUNGE




ALPHA BRAVO CHARLIE MIKE
Time Management | Push-Abs-Run: Sprintamid: Zone 2 & Hill Sprints:
Run: Location: Armory Location: Armory Location. Armaory
8, | Location: Armory Muster 0545 Muster 0545 Muster. 0545
M g Muster. 0545 UOD: Co. PT Gear UQD: Co. PT Gear UOD: Green on Green
o | UOD: Co. PT Gear /Navy Pt Gear [Navy Pt Gear Link: Zone 2 & Hill
Link: Link: Push-Abs-Run Link: Sprintamid Sponts
Bun
Drill:
o Location: Armory
I P Muster. 0550
g UOD: Khakis
Plan: Guest Speaker, LtCol Trimble
Track Workout #2 | Uni(versity) Garage | MCMAP:
Location: Armory Location: CoRec Run Location: Co-Rec
o |Muster 0545 Muster: 0545 Location: Co-Rec Muster. 0545
W 1y0D: Company Pt Gear| UOD: Swim Gear Lobby UOD: Green on Green
g Link: Gringer Link: Irack Workout #2 | Muster: 0545
UOD: Navy/Co. PT Gear
Link: Uni (versity)
Garage Run
o
w
T %
Intro Hike:
- 4/C and FEP PT Leasven: Moy
= Location: Armory Muster: 0545
2 Muster: 0545 UOD: MARPATS
o UOD: Rainbow PT Gear Link: intro Hike
a
2
S |&
0
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Commissioning

e In order to commission, MECEP and OCs must graduate successfully and complete all academic,
physical, and professional requirements specified by their service.

o  MECEPs are required to receive a DD-214 from the 1&I office prior to commissioning.

e Starting the day of commissioning, MECEP/OC’s will begin receiving O-1E payments as a

2ndLt/ENS.



Where To Live As an OC/MECEP

e Students participating in the MECEP or STA-21 program will receive Basic Allowance for
Housing under the 47907 zip code.

e Once reporting in, you will be given 10 days of house hunting leave. If you take this special
leave before detaching from your previous command you will not be allowed to take it again after
checking in

e An Officer Candidate or MECEP will be authorized permissive temporary additional duty for
house hunting after completing their initial check-in with the unit. The member will abide by all
Navy or Marine Corps regulations regarding house hunting.

Purdue Veteran Success Center

e  Website: https://www.purdue.edu/veterans/
e [ocated in the Purdue Memorial Union Rooms 284/286
e GI Bill Checklist
o https://www.purdue.edu/veterans/education-benefits/gi-bill-checklist.html
e If choosing to utilize your GI bill, you will need to fill out and submit a VREC form each
semester to the Veterans Success Center to receive your benefits.

o Submit document to dogtags@purdue.edu
e VREC fillable form
o https://www.purdue.edu/veterans/education-
benefits/documents/VA%20Request%20for%20Enrollment%20Cert%20fillable.pdf

Additional Resources

e Mental Health:
o https://www.militaryonesource.mil/health-wellness/mental-health

e Navy/Marine Corps Public Health:
o https://www.med.navy.mil/sites/nmcphe/Documents/LGuide/op stress.aspx

e Navy Medicine: https://www.med.navy.mil/

Purdue NROTC website

https://polytechnic.purdue.edu/nrotc




